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	VESSEL
	
	DATE:
	Click or tap to enter a date.	VOY NO:
	

	Laminated copy of the checklist shall be maintained in wheel house and compliance will be recorded in deck log book.

	DESCRIPTION
	YES
	N/A

	Every Watch/After Prolonged Use of Autopilot

	Check and confirm rudder response to manual steering from all bridge positions using each steering gear power unit singly and together.
	☐	☐
	Before Entering Coastal or Congested Waters

	Check communications between bridge and steering gear compartment
	☐	☐
	Check and confirm rudder response to manual steering from all bridge positions using each steering gear power unit singly and together
	☐	☐
	Prior to arrival / Departure (No More Than 12 Hours before entering or getting underway)

	Check communications between bridge and steering gear compartment
	☐	☐
	Test and confirm correct operation of the following:

	· Main steering gear system been visually been inspected and found ready for use including linkages, hoses and fittings ( By duty engineer in steering gear room )
	☐	☐
	· Auxiliary steering gear
	☐	☐
	· Remote steering gear control systems
	☐	☐
	· Steering position located on the bridge
	☐	☐
	· Main steering gear from the alternative power supply /Emergency power supply
	☐	☐
	· All rudder angle indicator in relation to the actual position of the rudder
	☐	☐
	· Remote steering gear control system power failure alarms
	☐	☐
	· Steering gear power unit failure alarms
	☐	☐
	· The full movement of the rudder to the required capabilities of the steering gear
	☐	☐
	· Automatic isolating arrangements and other automatic equipment
	☐	☐


These routines should be carried out at any time when required and if there is doubt as to the performance of the steering gear. Checks of steering equipment may also be required by coastal States on entry into their waters.



Checks and Tests
· Confirm that the full rudder movement matches the required capabilities of the steering gear
· Check the timing of rudder movement from hard-over to hard-over, using each steering gear power unit singly and together, to ensure consistency with previous tests; and
· Visually inspect the steering gear and linkages for leaks and damage.

Changeover Procedures

The regular testing of manual steering should be an opportunity for all Bridge Team members to practise procedures for changeover between different steering modes, as appropriate. Typically, these will include:
· Automatic track-keeping to automatic heading control;
· Automatic heading control to hand steering;
· Hand steering to non-follow-up; and
· Hand steering to emergency steering.

Emergency steering drills

Emergency steering drills should take place at least every three months and should include at a minimum the following:
· Direct control and operation of the main steering gear from within the steering gear compartment.
· Operation of the means of communications between the navigating bridge and the steering compartment.
· Operation of the alternative power supply for the steering gear if the vessel is so equipped.
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